
OSWESTRY GROUP OF RAMBLERS 

ANNUAL REPORT 2016 -2017 

This report covers the period October 2016 to September 2017. 

Chairman – Colin Chandler 

I would like to express my thanks to all the committee members for their support and work 

during the year when I have been away for so much of the time. I would also like to thank all 

the walk leaders for their time and effort to give us such a varied and interesting 

programme, and finally to thank all our members for their support throughout the year. 

I will have completed my term as Chair of the Group and look forward to someone else 

taking over the role.  I have enjoyed my four years as Chair and thank everyone for their 

support and encouragement over that time.  I wish you all the best for the next year. 

Footpaths – Peter Carr and Chris Jenkins 

Footpath Report – Peter Carr 

What has struck me this year as I walk and check our local paths is the variety and interest 

that there is so close to Oswestry. Regrettably, we as Ramblers, don’t seem to take much 

advantage of these paths that are in fact just on our doorstep. The paths then become 

overgrown and fall into disuse although our P3 group endeavours to clear them on a regular 

basis. However, the most successful way of keeping a path clear is to use it on a regular 

basis. 

We continue to investigate all path problems that we identify or are notified to us and 

pursue them with the council until resolved although in some cases this can be a slow task 

(mainly due to the lack of resources at Shropshire Council). 

A notable success this year has been the final removal of obstructions and the installation of 

kissing gates on path 0307/143/2 at Trefonen. This has taken us around three years, and has 

involved help, advice and the threat of legal action from Ramblers Central Office; but finally 

we prevailed and the path is improved and available for all to use. 

A further success has been the commitment from Clive Knowles – Chairman of the British 

Iron Works to dedicate two new paths at the Iron Works. These will link into the network to 

the North and to a small dead end road to the East that leads to a footpath and then the 

canal. These two paths will help provide a pleasant off road route from Oswestry. 

This year in has seen further problems with crops not being cleared from paths and we need 

to be vigilant and report all such cases either to me at footpaths@oswestryramblers.org.uk 

or to the Council.  

mailto:footpaths@oswestryramblers.org.uk


Parish Paths Partnership (P3) Report – Peter Carr 

Our small team of five (Colin Chandler, Peter Danby, Huw Jones, John Ward and myself) go 

out most Wednesdays to survey and clear paths or repair/replace furniture in the Oswestry 

Rural and Oswestry Town parishes. Together we average about 350 hours work per year. 

Over the last two years we have replaced 15 stiles with gates, installed four bridges and 

carried out a complete survey of our patch. We have also installed numerous waywarks and 

finger posts and kept up a clearance programme. Notably this year we have carried out a 

major improvement to footpath 1 alongside the treatment works off Mount Road. This has 

involved the installation of three gates to replace very tumble down stiles, a new finger post 

and the surfacing of the path with stone. 

We would welcome additional volunteers, particularly anyone who would be prepared to 

just walk paths on a regular basis, clip back growth and report any repairs required to us. If 

you would be interested in helping, please contact me on 01691 780722 

Walk Programme - Sunday Walks - Diane Smith 

53 Sunday walks were offered over the three programmes resulting in: 9 - early starts, 26 - 

09.30 starts and 18 - 10.00 starts. Walks took place in at least seven different counties in 

both England and Wales, ranging from North Wales, down to South Shropshire and across 

into Cheshire. 

It needs to be said that if members want to continue with a full and varied programme they 

will have to consider leading at least one walk per year. We are desperately short of leaders.  

I would like to thank those members who give their time walking the routes, sometimes two 

or three times prior to leading them, enabling members to enjoy the lovely countryside and 

each other’s company.   

A special thanks goes to George Swift who over the years has given his time tirelessly to lead 

walks for the members to enjoy. He has decided to retire from leading but will still enjoy 

walking with the group. 

Sunday afternoon Walks – Pat Harper 

We have come to the end of this year’s afternoon walks. We were unable to offer a 

complete programme during the summer due to the lack of leaders. The number of walkers 

on each walk has generally been low.  Nonetheless, they have enjoyed some interesting 

walks. 

 

 



Thursday walks – Ceinwen Danby 

Well, it’s been a struggle but we have managed to complete yet another programme of 

walks for Thursdays until the end of February. 

With some former leaders retiring and others being out through injury, I am grateful for 

leaders who have stepped  into the breach to ensure that we have a full programme of 17 

walks until the end of February with distances ranging from 4 miles to 6.5 miles with an 

average distance of 4.9 miles. 

Clearly we cannot limp along like this forever and unless the walk leader situation improves 

we will have to leave some gaps in the programme. 

Thanks to all those who have supplied walks and those who offered but for various reasons 

would not fit into the current programme.  

Social – Barbara Pryce- Jones 

OCTOBER 2016   HF HOLIDAY LAKE DISTRICT was the second time that Oswestry Ramblers 

Group had been on an HF holiday, organised as last time by Jane Hadlow, and based in 

Coniston.  Eighteen members, many already familiar with the Lake District, had an enjoyable 

holiday being able to choose from 3 different walk levels on both days.   Many thanks 

indeed Jane for organising this holiday because members have to  commit themselves at 

least 12 months ahead which can throw up a few problems.   Here’s to Whitby in October 

2018. 

DECEMBER 2016   CHRISTMAS LUNCH AND WALK was held at The Chain Bridge Hotel, 

Llangollen.  Thanks to Ceinwen and Peter Danby for once again organising a very good event 

enjoyed by 40 plus members.   The weather was fine and to be able to walk in December in 

such lovely conditions was a plus. 

MAY 2017   GROUP WALK ON THE ISLE OF ANGLESEY Twenty one members travelled to the 

Bangor area to enjoy 3 walks along the more sandy stretches of the Anglesey Coastal Path.   

Many thanks, once again, to George Swift for organising the walks and together with Peter 

& Ceinwen Danby, Pat La-Garde and Jane & Ray Hadlow who helped with the recceing.   The 

weather on the first walk at Aberffraw had to be abandoned after a few miles because the 

weather was dreadful – a testing for ‘waterproof’ gear!   The weather conditions improved 

for the other walks.  Thank you to Jo Hartley for hosting a ‘fish and chip’ evening which 

proved very successful.   Organised by Barbara Pryce Jones who unfortunately couldn’t join 

her walking pals. 

JUNE 2017 AN AWAY-DAY WALKING FROM BORTH TO ABERYSTWYTH Thirty members 

travelled by coach, organised by Gwen Birch, walking the coastal path, with a few ups and 

downs along the way.  The weather was good and everyone said how much that they had 

enjoyed being close to the sea once again.  Many thanks to Gwen for organising a great day 

out. 



OCTOBER 2017   HF HOLIDAY PEAK DISTRICT   This year’s HF holiday was based in Dovedale 

and overall the weather was fine.   Sixteen Oswestry Ramblers, a number new to the 

countryside in the Peak District, found the scenery to be interesting and once again they had 

a choice of walks, varying from easy to more difficult – all abilities catered for.   Yet again 

Jane Hadlow did a great job organising the holiday – may thanks indeed. 

2018 HOLIDAYS   

21st – 24th May 2018   Oswestry Group Walking Holiday based in Newport, Pembrokeshire.  

Please contact Barbara Pryce Jones, on 07866 532 979 for details. 

5th – 8th October 2018 HF holiday based just outside Whitby.   Please contact Jane Hadlow 

on 01691 650 470 if you are interested and wish to go on the waiting list. 

Membership – Barbara Pryce-Jones 

Membership, as at September 2017, stands at 159 and the average for the year was 160. 

Is it possible with a membership of 159 that a few more members could consider leading 

walks?   The job Diane Smith (Sunday Walks programme) and Ceinwen Danby (Thursday 

Walks programme) carry out would be much easier because it is increasingly difficult to fill 

all the slots.   A number of walk leaders have ‘retired’ from leading walks so new blood is 

required - please think about it because we can then offer all members a full and interesting 

walks programme.  

Treasurer – Pat Harper  

We now have two accounts.  The Oswestry Group Social Account which was opened last 

year, the balance of which stands at £128.40 after repaying deposit loaned from Ramblers 

account of £100.00 for HF Holiday 2017 and paying £100.00 deposit for HF Holiday 2018. 

Our book sales are slightly up on last year at £273.00.  Practical footpath work has been 

carried out with money from Shropshire Council, for the PPPs, with £270.01 remaining from 

last years budget and a grant of £200.  A total of £182.05 has been spent on clearing 

footpaths, repairing and replacing stiles, by Peter Carr and a group of Ramblers volunteers. 

This leaves a surplus of £1694.65, of this £276.96 is ringfenced belonging to the Parish Paths 

Partnership (Rights of Way).  Our general income this year was £931.48.  Our expenditure 

was £398.64 leaving us with a balance of £1694.65.  Together with our budget from 

Shropshire Area, takes us over the Ramblers aims of 40% total expenditure.  We have set 

aside monies for improving Oswalds Trail footpath behind Travis Perkins and providing a 

seat along Oswalds trail.  We also need to reprint the Oswalds trail booklet in the near 

future.  Final audited accounts will be available at the AGM.  

Press and Publicity – Peter Danby 

Over the past year an estimated 104 reports of our activities have been sent to The 

Advertizer and The Star. I could not honestly say that all have appeared but we do regularly 

get people turning up who have read about our activities, so we must be doing something 

right. I am grateful to those leaders who have sent in their reports when I have not been 



able to attend in person but have had to chivvy a few people along so that the reports of 

walks and our ‘walking fixtures’ as I dub them, can appear. 

Pictures taken on walks would make a welcome bit of light relief for the readers and could, 

in addition, be used on our new website. But for the newspapers at least we do need faces 

in them and not just a view. However lovely, they will not print it. The only photographs we 

have had published on a regular basis are of our members who have been involved in P3 

activities but that is no doubt being covered in a separate report. 

Website – Maggie Hill 

The Oswestry Ramblers Committee have discussed the future options for the Group website 

as the existing website has proved difficult to manage and update.  Following advice from 

Ramblers HQ, we have decided to develop the ramblers.org.uk website which is available to 

all groups and is simpler to create and use.  We will be able to access support from Ramblers 

HQ.  It is really straightforward to upload photos, documents and add additional pages as 

we require. The new site can be found at www.ramblers.org.uk/oswestry.  A start has been 

made on customising the site and further pages will be added soon. The “feed” of upcoming 

walks is there, as before. New walks can continue to be added using the group walks and 

event manager system.  The newsletter/walk programme and AGM documents have been 

uploaded to the new site.  There is work to be done in making sure that links to our website 

from other sites are amended.  Comments and suggestions are welcome on the site so far.  I 

would also be grateful for copies of photos of walks, walkers and events that members have 

taken.  

The existing www.oswestryramblers.org.uk will be closed.  Importantly, however, the email 

system for contacting group members is linked to this website.  Since the email system 

works well and has good security, we will retain this for the immediate future.  The 

Ramblers is intending to make major changes to its IT systems and ways of contacting 

members, so it is likely that there will be new developments in this area in the medium 

term; this is another reason for retaining the email system we have now for the interim 

period.  The email system does have some limitations eg not being able to send emails with 

attachments, however this will not be a problem as documents can be uploaded to the new 

website and links sent with the email, as we do now.  We do not yet have a date for when 

the “old” site will disappear, but members should please start using the new site from now 

on.  

Several members have suggested that Oswestry Ramblers could set up a Facebook page and 

I think this would be very useful and I propose that we do this. There is a Ramblers template 

which we can customise. Volunteers to help with this would be welcome.  

Finally, a big thank you to Jane Hadlow for all her sterling work as webpage editor.   

  

http://www.ramblers.org.uk/oswestry
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2016 - 2017 Committee Members 

Chairman   Colin Chandler 

Treasurer   Pat Harper 

Secretary   Jackie Knight 

Footpath secretary  Peter Carr (non-committee) and Chris Jenkins 

Programme   Diane Smith (Sunday) 

     Pat Harper (Sunday afternoon) 

     Ceinwen Danby (Thursday) 

Press and Publicity  Peter Danby 

Social    Barbara Pryce-Jones 

Membership   Barbara Pryce- Jones 

Web    Jane Hadlow, Maggie Hill 

Access and Countryside Bob Kimber 

Area Representatives  Bob Kimber and Colin Chandler 

Committee Members  Huw Jones, Phil Pointon 

 

For 2017 -2018 

All committee members will stand down at the AGM and then are eligible for re-election, 

along with any Rambler members who would like to volunteer for any of these posts. 

We also need volunteers to serves as Ordinary Committee Members.  This is a useful way of 

learning more about the Ramblers both locally and nationally before perhaps taking on a 

specific role.                                                                

Above All Else 

We need more and new walk leaders to enable us to maintain our very full and varied 

programme of walks. Age and injury mean that a number of our experienced walk leaders 

are having to drop out. You do not need to be able to read a map, although it is a useful 

skill, full training and mentoring will be given to any volunteer new to walking. 

 


